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Splunk Interactive Tutorial 
 

Task 1 – Create a Dashboard for mail 

We’re using Splunk’s built in Demo mail log data to produce a dashboard. 

 

1. If it’s not already enabled, please enable the sample data, via Manager -> Apps: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Next let’s run a quick search to see the data we are using. Make sure you check out 

the fields extracted and that Field Discovery is on:  
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3. Now we can use the Build Report Link to go to the report builder and work on what 

we want to show on the dashboard, which is the total data volume per sender: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

4. Now we have selected our data, we can format it as a stacked area graph to show 

total volume easily: 
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5. We now want to save our report and add it to a new dashboard, give your search a 

name, and name a new dashboard, then add your panel as a chart: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Duncan Turnbull – Satisnet, Senior Security Consultant  
15th June 2011 

 

6. We now return to our search and want to get an idea of how many mails are actually 

landing in inboxes, rather than distinct emails sent, using the stats command 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. It’s much more useful to us to show the field with a friendly name, like recipients, 

and also to sort to show the top sender.  
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8. We add this to the existing dashboard as before, this time selecting our existing 

dashboard:  
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9. For the next report we need to extract a new field (using the rex regular expression 

command) and use a number of stats functions to produce a comprehensive report 

for each sender domain: 

 

 

10.  Now we can save our work and view the dashboard: 
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11.  It’s good, but we can make it better by changing the layout, via Edit Dashboard: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.  Drag and drop to form a better layout: 
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13.  You can still interact with your finished dashboard; we could have presorted the 

domain report, but you can click on any of the column headings to sort it for your 

needs: 
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Task 2 – Simple Form Search 

To define a form search is a little trickier, as we need to write some XML which defines our 

inputs, reports and how the two are connected. 

 

We want to be able to search on the from address, and get details of: 

 Mail volume over time 

 Relay hosts used 

 Mail size statistics 

 

1. First we have to add a view in manager: 

 

2. Then we can define it in XML, The blue defines our search, the orange our form and 

the purple the output: 
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3. We can now view our form: 

 

 
 

Resources 

 Satisnet offer a range of Splunk Training courses, including the Searching and 

Reporting class which empowers users to make the most of Splunk’s unique features. 

See more information at our website - http://satisnet.co.uk/training_splunk.htm. We 

also offer a Using and an Administrating course, as well as consultancy on all aspects 

of Splunk. 

 If you want assistance to explore on your own Splunk instance, please email 

Duncan.Turnbull@satisnet.co.uk.  
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